Hinkle, L. E., Carver, S. T., and Stevens, M. (1969) . The frequency of asymptomatic disturbances of cardiac rhythm and conduction in middle-aged men. American J'ournal of Cardiology, 24, This letter was shown to Drs Steiness and Olesen who reply as follows: We welcome Dr. Hall's comments and forward the following reply:
As a baseline, our patients had a 24-hour period of close observation before withdrawal of potassium. The arrhythmias described are those developing during the period of metabolic balance study.
We agree that the increased K+ gradient between the intracellular and extracellular compartments during hypokalaemia leads to hyperpolarisation of the cells. There is evidence that in this setting the slope of the diastolic depolarisation is enhanced leading to increased automaticity of pacemaker fibres (Gettes and Surawicz, 1968; Vassalle, 1965 
